Avatrombopag maleate for the treatment of periprocedural thrombocytopenia in patients with chronic liver disease.
Avatrombopag maleate (Doptelet; Dova Pharmaceuticals) is an oral, small-molecule second-generation thrombopoietin (TPO) receptor agonist under development for the treatment of thrombocytopenia. Recently approved by the U.S. Food and Drug Administration (FDA) for the treatment of periprocedural thrombocytopenia in patients with chronic liver disease on the basis of the results of two phase III trials, it is currently under investigation for treatment of immune thrombocytopenia (two randomized trials demonstrating efficacy have already been completed), chemotherapy-induced thrombocytopenia and perioperative thrombocytopenia in patients undergoing major surgical procedures. This review will evaluate the preclinical pharmacology, pharmacokinetics, clinical studies, safety, indications and drug interactions of avatrombopag, with a focus on its use for the treatment of periprocedural thrombocytopenia in patients with chronic liver disease.